COMPLETION  BY  CONQUEST
of Its citlzenesses (they are " perfect Sablnes "}, even for
Its climate ; a jolly city, a city of sportsmen, where, on
Shrove Tuesday, ail the young men turn out to indulge In
" the well known game of football ", each school and
each craft having its own ball, and where all those who are
too old to play ride out on horseback to watch, until they
get so bitten by the excitement of it as to precipitate
themselves into the scrum, with an effect probably not
dissimilar from that of Mr. Will Hay's famous match at
Narkover College.
Merry England, we may say, was born In London, and
its birth certificate is in the clerkly hand of William
Fitzstephen. And London, that great port and fortress
and road junction, was already coming to be so much
the nerve centre of England as to make It safe to predict
that what London thought of herself to-day, England
would be thinking to-morrow.
If indeed she needed any such encouragement to think
It ! For nothing would appear more certain than that
the average Englishman at the dawn of the Plantagenet
era was proud of being an Englishman, and rejoiced In
good King Henry's glorious day. It mattered not in the
least what King Henry himself might think or talk ; his
was too splendid a European figure not to be appropriated
for purposes of patriotic symbolism. And nothing could
better suit King Henry's book than to play up to the part.
Here, at any rate, is what a contemporary chronicler,
Henry of Huntingdon, writes, In the true Astraea Radux
vein, on the young hero's accession :
" Thine England calls thee, Henry, to her throne,
Now fallen from her once imperial state,
Exhausted,  helpless,  ruined,  desolate."
to which Henry is supposed to reply,
" Thine own red cross, Proud England, leads me on
To fields where glory, victory, shall be won.. . .
I come to cause the tyrant's rule to cease
And o'er the gasping land spread smiling peace.
Land of my sires !1. . ."
1 T. Forester's translation.